February 15, 2018

Juan Seguin was the last messenger to leave,
riding through enemy lines carrying the final
message from the beleaguered mission. Un-
fortunately, the call for help was not answered
in time. Travis and 187 volunteers sacrificed
their lives on the altar of freedom after thirteen
glorious days at the Alamo.

Regrouping in Gonzales, Seguin and his
company of Tejanos joined General Sam
Houston in the final battle for independence
along the marshy banks of the San Jacinto
River. This was the only Tejano unit at San
Jacinto. As not to confuse the Tejanos with
Santa Anna’s army, General Sam had Seguin
put a playing card in the head band of each
Tejano so they could easily be recognized. In
an impromptu siege on the sleeping enemy,
General Sam and his boys routed the Mexican
Army vyelling, “Remember the Alamo!” “Re-
member Goliad!” Most of the enemy were
killed or wounded. The rest were captured or
disappeared, the victory was stunning.

Texas became a free, independent nation
that day and claimed what is now Texas and
parts of New Mexico, Oklahoma, Kansas, Col-
orado and Wyoming. In June of 1836, Juan
Seguin accepted the official Mexican sur-
render of San Antonio and later saw that the
remains of those that perished at the Alamo
received an honorable burial.

A plague on the Alamo wall states: “The
Alamo: The Thermopylae of Texas.” The
Alamo is a tribute to all those that are defiant
against any form of tyranny. It is important for
us to recognize all those that sacrificed for
freedom, yesterday, today and tomorrow. Re-
member who we are and what we stand for—
remember the Alamo.

Whether it is the river walk, historic mis-
sions, floating parades, amazing food or the
Alamo that you love about going to San Anto-
nio; there is something for everyone of every
age. This year as San Antonio celebrates 300
years of history, | encourage everyone, wheth-
er you're a longtime Texan or a transplant, to
take the time and learn something new about
San Antonio’s unique and fascinating history.
Three centuries later, that same dogged deter-
mination that filled that little Spanish mission is
what continues to set Texas apart from all the
rest.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————
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Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, in January, the
U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) rescinded
the Cole Memorandum, a directive which has
provided a framework for states to pursue rea-
sonable regulation of cannabis. DOJ’s ill-con-
ceived decision adversely affects states, in-
cluding the State of California, that have in
“good faith” implemented regulatory frame-
works, relying on the memo.

In November 2016, the people of California
spoke up and voted in favor of Proposition 64,
which legalized recreational cannabis, joining
seven states in our nation in making rec-
reational cannabis legal. Currently, those laws
are being implemented. The recent action by
the Attorney General puts the industry in jeop-
ardy.
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The State of California has the sixth largest
economy in the world and accounts for almost
15 percent of our nation’s Gross Domestic
Product. Given the implementation of tax re-
form and elimination of State and Local Tax
deductions in the coming year, coupled with
our limited federal budget due to sequestra-
tion, California and other states will experience
funding shortfalls that need to be addressed.
The economic constraints being placed on
California will slow down our economy, but
marijuana sales taxes will help provide stability
and be a mechanism used to fill the funding
gaps. By 2020, marijuana sales taxes are esti-
mated to potentially reach $1 billion annually
in revenue for California.

To date, eight states have legalized rec-
reational cannabis and twenty-nine states and
the District of Columbia—which represent
more than half of the American population—
have enacted legislation to permit the use of
medical marijuana. The repeal of the Cole
Memo contravenes the will of the American
public. Furthermore, this decision will nega-
tively affect numerous Americans who utilize
marijuana for medical purposes.

Therefore, | am introducing the bipartisan
Sensible Enforcement of Cannabis Act with
Representative GAETZ. This legislation will pro-
hibit the Attorney General from prosecuting in-
dividuals for any conduct that concerns medic-
inal cannabis or recreational use of cannabis
in states that have authorized cannabis laws.
The bill would also include exceptions in which
the Attorney General would be able to pros-
ecute such cases involving the distribution of
cannabis to minors, among others.

————
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Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to remember the life of Jim DeGood who
passed away peacefully on January 22, 2018
in Niles, Ohio. | can’t really speak of Jim with-
out speaking of Nancy in the same breath.
They were partners in every sense of the
word. And they were a force for me when |
first started running for political office. | am for-
ever indebted to them for helping launch my
career.

Jim was born on May 7, 1935 in Marysville,
Ohio to Max and Marjory Schoenleb DeGood.
He was the oldest of four children. Jim was a
1953 graduate of Marysville High School
where he was an honors student, president of
student council, and recipient of nine varsity
letters in three different sports. He continued
his education at The Ohio State University
earning a Bachelor's of Science Degree in
Business Administration in 1953.

He began his career with the underwriting
division of the Glens Falls Insurance Company
at their Columbus office later becoming the
manager of that department. In 1967, he
moved to Warren, Ohio and joined the Gam-
ble Insurance Agency. Some years later, Jim
and his partners purchased The Gamble
Agency. It continued to operate in Howland as
the Gibson-DeGood Insurance Agency until
Jim retired. Jim was also a member of the
Independent Insurance Agents Association of
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Trumbull County being the treasurer of that or-
ganization for over 25 years.

Outside of work, Jim was a member of Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in Niles, Ohio.
Additionally, he was an active participant in
various business and social organization in the
community, including The Chamber, Kiwanis,
YMCA, TAG, Butler Art, The Buckeye Club,
Trumbull County Club, Ohio State Faculty
Club, and the Ohio State Alumni Association.
Jim also enjoyed spending time with his family
and friends. He enjoyed traveling, cooking,
and taking care of his home. Above all, he
was an avid sports fan of the Indians, the
Browns, and the Cavs. One of the highlights
of his life was a visit to Augusta National Golf
Course to witness the play of the Masters Golf
Tournament. He especially enjoyed watching
Ohio State Football games. He was a season
ticket holder for 48 years, following the Buck-
eyes to several bowl games across the coun-
try.
He will be truly missed by his wife Nancy
Vennitti DeGood, the love of his life; his son,
Douglas DeGood of Charleston, South Caro-
lina; his daughter Terri Pytlik of Warren; his
brother Jerry DeGood and his wife Mary of
Brookville, Florida; and by so many others
who had the pleasure of knowing Jim. | extend
my deepest and sincerest condolences.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE FRESH
START ACT

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 15, 2018

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, in the wake of
the release of President Trump’s outrageous
budget that slashes funding for programs that
help reduce crime and reduce recidivism, |
rise in support of the Fresh Start Act, a bill |
reintroduced earlier today that will bring posi-
tive reform to our criminal justice system.

If enacted, the Fresh Start Act would allow
certain individuals who have been convicted of
nonviolent offenses, have paid their debt to
society, and are now law-abiding members of
the community to petition courts to have their
nonviolent conviction expunged from their
records.

A criminal record, even for a minor, non-
violent offense, can pose as a barrier to em-
ployment, education and housing opportuni-
ties—the very things necessary to start one’s
life over.

This is not only bad for rehabilitated offend-
ers, it is bad for their families and for the com-
munities in which they live.

The Fresh Start Act would give nonviolent
offenders a chance to start over again, a
chance to become productive members of so-
ciety.

The bill allows offenders to apply for
expungement to the court where they were
sentenced and allows the United States Attor-
ney for that District to submit recommenda-
tions to the court. Applicants who are denied
could reapply once every two years. Once
seven years have elapsed since an offender
has completed their sentence, expungement
would be automatically granted. However, sex
offenders and those who commit crimes caus-
ing a loss of over $25,000 would not be eligi-
ble for automatic expungement.
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